
Summer Reading 
Program

The objective of the Old Colony 
Summer Reading Program is to 
promote a love of reading by 
focusing on student choice. 
Students will choose their summer 
reading book from a list of titles 
representing a range of interest 
levels AND create an accountability 
artifact. 

Students are able to preview and 
choose from the Summer Reading 
Book list within. Just as you guide 
the student concerning television, 
movies, and music; summer 
reading is a great opportunity to 
talk with the student about the 
types of books that he/she reads for 
pleasure. We suggest that each 
parent and/or guardian and student 
work together in making an 
appropriate choice. If you are 
unable to acquire a book, please 
contact the Academic Coordinator, 
Linda Deady, at ext 195 by Monday, 
August 1, 2016. We also encourage 
you to read the book with the 
student and have a discussion 
about it at home. 

Let's create a school-wide 
community of readers!

Freshman
2016-2017

OLD COLONY
Regional Vocational Technical High School

476 North Ave.
Rochester, MA 02770

508-763-8011
www.oldcolony.us
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Murder on 
the Orient 

Express by 
Agatha 
Christie

Code Talker: 
a novel about 

the Navajo 
Marines of 

WWII by 
Joseph 
Bruchac 

I Am Malala 
by Malala 
Yousafzai 

Just after midnight, a snowstorm stops 
the Orient Express dead in its tracks in 
the middle of Yugoslavia. The luxurious 
train is surprisingly full for this time of 
year. But by morning there is one 
passenger less. A 'respectable American 
gentleman' lies dead in his compartment, 
stabbed a dozen times, his door locked 
from the inside . . . 

Kii Yazhi's whole life changes when he is 
sent to a church school and taught to be 
ashamed of his Navajo culture. But many 
years later, when the U.S. Marines need 
him for a special mission during W.W. II., 
will he forget the past and help the 
United States? 

"I come from a country that was created 
at midnight. When I almost died it was 
just after midday." When the Taliban took 
control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, 
one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai 
refused to be silenced and fought for her 
right to an education. On Tuesday, 
October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, 
she almost paid the ultimate price. 

Students must choose one of the assignments found on the school website. Students are to come to school on the FIRST day of 
ACADEMICS with the accountability artifact. Assignments will be graded on the rubric. ALL essays must be typed and printed before the 
first day of school!  We are aware that technological issues often arise; we advise you to use the summer months wisely and efficiently 

(Please do not hesitate to check your community public library summer schedule for availability of technology.)

Accountability Artifact:



Summer Reading 
Program

The objective of the Old Colony 
Summer Reading Program is to 
promote a love of reading by 
focusing on student choice. 
Students will choose their summer 
reading book from a list of titles 
representing a range of interest 
levels AND create an accountability 
artifact. 

Students are able to preview and 
choose from the Summer Reading 
Book list within. Just as you guide 
the student concerning television, 
movies, and music; summer 
reading is a great opportunity to 
talk with the student about the 
types of books that he/she reads for 
pleasure. We suggest that each 
parent and/or guardian and student 
work together in making an 
appropriate choice. If you are 
unable to acquire a book, please 
contact the Academic Coordinator, 
Linda Deady, at ext 195 by Monday, 
August 1, 2016. We also encourage 
you to read the book with the 
student and have a discussion 
about it at home. 

Let's create a school-wide 
community of readers!
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Confessions 
of a Murder 
Suspect by 

James 
Patterson

A Long Way 
Gone: 

Memoirs of a 
Boy  Soldier 
by Ishmael 

Beah

Look Me in 
the Eye by 
John Elder 

Robison

On the night Malcolm and Maud Angel 
are murdered, Tandy Angel knows just 
three things: 1) She was the last person 
to see her parents alive. 2) The police 
have no suspects besides Tandy and her 
three siblings. 3) She can't trust 
anyone--maybe not even herself. Who 
knows what the Angels are truly capable 
of? 

This is how wars are fought now: by 
children, hopped-up on drugs and 
wielding AK-47s. Children have become 
soldiers of choice. In the more than fifty 
conflicts going on worldwide, it is 
estimated that there are some 300,000 
child soldiers. Ishmael Beah used to be 
one of them. 

Ever since he was young, John Robison 
longed to connect with other people, but 
by the time he was a teenager, his odd 
habits? an inclination to blurt out non 
sequiturs, avoid eye contact, dismantle 
radios, and dig five-foot holes had 
earned him the label ?social deviant.? It 
was not until he was forty that he was 
diagnosed with a form of autism called 
Asperger?s syndrome. That 
understanding transformed the way he 
saw himself? and the world. 

Students must choose one of the assignments found on the school website. Students are to come to school on the FIRST day of 
ACADEMICS with the accountability artifact. Assignments will be graded on the rubric. ALL essays must be typed and printed before the 
first day of school!  We are aware that technological issues often arise; we advise you to use the summer months wisely and efficiently 

(Please do not hesitate to check your community public library summer schedule for availability of technology.)

Accountability Artifact:



Summer Reading 
Program

The objective of the Old Colony 
Summer Reading Program is to 
promote a love of reading by 
focusing on student choice. 
Students will choose their summer 
reading book from a list of titles 
representing a range of interest 
levels AND create an accountability 
artifact. 

Students are able to preview and 
choose from the Summer Reading 
Book list within. Just as you guide 
the student concerning television, 
movies, and music; summer 
reading is a great opportunity to 
talk with the student about the 
types of books that he/she reads for 
pleasure. We suggest that each 
parent and/or guardian and student 
work together in making an 
appropriate choice. If you are 
unable to acquire a book, please 
contact the Academic Coordinator, 
Linda Deady, at ext 195 by Monday, 
August 1, 2016. We also encourage 
you to read the book with the 
student and have a discussion 
about it at home. 

Let's create a school-wide 
community of readers!
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2016-2017

OLD COLONY
Regional Vocational Technical High School

476 North Ave.
Rochester, MA 02770

508-763-8011
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Ready 
Player One 
by Ernest 

Cline

Deadline by 
Chris 

Crutcher 

The Perks 
of being a 
Wallflower 
by Stephen 

Chbosky

In the year 2044, reality is an ugly place. The only 
time teenage Wade Watts really feels alive is when 
he's jacked into the virtual utopia known as the 
OASIS. Wade's devoted his life to studying the 
puzzles hidden within this world's digital 
confines? puzzles that are based on their creator's 
obsession with the pop culture of decades past and 
that promise massive power and fortune to 
whoever can unlock them. But when Wade 
stumbles upon the first clue, he finds himself beset 
by players willing to kill to take this ultimate prize. 
The race is on, and if Wade's going to survive, he'll 
have to win? and confront the real world he's 
always been so desperate to escape. 

Ben Wolf has big things planned for his 
senior year. Had big things planned. Now 
what he has is some very bad news and only 
one year left to make his mark on the world.

How can a pint-sized, smart-aleck 
seventeen-year-old do anything significant in 
the nowheresville of Trout, Idaho? 

Shy, introspective, intelligent beyond his years, 
caught between trying to live his life and trying to 
run from it, Charlie is attempting to navigate 
through the uncharted territory of high school. 
The world of first dates and mixed tapes, family 
dramas and new friends. The world of sex, 
drugs, and music - when all one requires to feel 
infinite is that perfect song on that perfect drive. 
Standing on the fringes of life Charlie has a 
unique perspective of the world around him, but 
there comes a time to stop being a wallflower 
and see what it looks like from the dance floor. 

Students must choose one of the assignments found on the school website. Students are to come to school on the FIRST day of ACADEMICS with the 
accountability artifact. Assignments will be graded on the rubric. ALL essays must be typed and printed before the first day of school!  We are aware 

that technological issues often arise; we advise you to use the summer months wisely and efficiently (Please do not hesitate to check your community 
public library summer schedule for availability of technology.)

Accountability Artifact:



Summer Reading 
Program

The objective of the Old Colony 
Summer Reading Program is to 
promote a love of reading by 
focusing on student choice. 
Students will choose their summer 
reading book from a list of titles 
representing a range of interest 
levels AND create an accountability 
artifact. 

Students are able to preview and 
choose from the Summer Reading 
Book list within. Just as you guide 
the student concerning television, 
movies, and music; summer 
reading is a great opportunity to 
talk with the student about the 
types of books that he/she reads for 
pleasure. We suggest that each 
parent and/or guardian and student 
work together in making an 
appropriate choice. If you are 
unable to acquire a book, please 
contact the Academic Coordinator, 
Linda Deady, at ext 195 by Monday, 
August 1, 2016. We also encourage 
you to read the book with the 
student and have a discussion 
about it at home. 

Let's create a school-wide 
community of readers!
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2016-2017

OLD COLONY
Regional Vocational Technical High School

476 North Ave.
Rochester, MA 02770

508-763-8011
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World War Z 
by Max 
Brooks

The Bell Jar 
by Sylvia 

Plath

Go Ask 
Alice by 

Anonymous

We survived the zombie apocalypse, 
but how many of us are still haunted 
by that terrible time? We have 
(temporarily?) defeated the living 
dead, but at what cost? Told in the 
haunting and riveting voices of the 
men and women who witnessed the 
horror firsthand, World War Z is the 
only record of the plague years. 

Esther Greenwood is brilliant, beautiful, 
enormously talented, and successful, but 
slowly going under? maybe for the last 
time. Sylvia Plath brilliantly draws the 
reader into Esther's breakdown with such 
intensity that her insanity becomes 
palpably real, even rational? as 
accessible an experience as going to the 
movies. A deep penetration into the 
darkest and most harrowing corners of 
the human psyche.

This powerful real-life diary of a 
teenager's struggle with the seductive 
-- often fatal -- world of drugs and 
addiction tells the truth about drugs in 
strong and authentic voice. Tough and 
uncompromising, honest and disturbing 
-- and even more poignant today 

Students must choose one of the assignments found on the school website. Students are to come to school on the FIRST day of ACADEMICS with the 
accountability artifact. Assignments will be graded on the rubric. ALL essays must be typed and printed before the first day of school!  We are aware 

that technological issues often arise; we advise you to use the summer months wisely and efficiently (Please do not hesitate to check your community 
public library summer schedule for availability of technology.)

Accountability Artifact:
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