
Summer Reading List 

 

Grade 9 - Summer Reading 

 

Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie 
Just after midnight, a snowdrift stopped the Orient Express in its tracks. The luxurious train was 
surprisingly full for the time of the year. But by the morning there was one passenger fewer. A passenger lay 
dead in his compartment, stabbed a dozen times, his door locked from the inside. 

 

A code talker : a novel about the Navajo marines of World War two by Joseph Bruchac 
Throughout World War II, in the conflict fought against Japan, Navajo code talkers were a crucial part of 
the U.S. effort, sending messages back and forth in an unbreakable code that used their native language. 
They braved some of the heaviest fighting of the war, and with their code, they saved countless American 
lives. Yet their story remained classified for more than twenty years. 
Joseph Bruchac brings their stories to life for young adults through the riveting fictional tale of Ned Begay, 
a sixteen-year-old Navajo boy who becomes a code talker. His grueling journey is eye-opening and 
inspiring. This deeply affecting novel honors all of those young men, like Ned, who dared to serve, and it 
honors the culture and language of the Navajo Indians.  

 

I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban by Malala 

Yousafzai  

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused 

to be silenced and fought for her right to an education. On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, 

she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home 

from school, and few expected her to survive.  Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an 

extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New 

York. At sixteen, she has become a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest-ever Nobel Peace 

Prize laureate. I Am Malala is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for 

girls' education, of a father who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his daughter to write 

and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that prizes 

sons. I Am Malala will make you believe in the power of one person's voice to inspire change in the world.  

 

 



Grade 10 - Summer Reading 

 

Confessions of a Murder Suspect, by James Patterson 
On the night Malcolm and Maud Angel are murdered, Tandy Angel knows just three things: 1) She was the 
last person to see her parents alive. 2) The police have no suspects besides Tandy and her three siblings. 3) 
She can't trust anyone-maybe not even herself. Having grown up under Malcolm and Maud's intense 
perfectionist demands, no child comes away undamaged. Tandy decides that she will have to clear the family 
name, but digging deeper into her powerful parents' affairs is a dangerous-and revealing-game. Who knows 
what the Angels are truly capable of? 

 

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah  

This is how wars are fought now: by children, hopped-up on drugs and wielding AK-47s. Children have 

become soldiers of choice. In the more than fifty conflicts going on worldwide, it is estimated that there are 

some 300,000 child soldiers. Ishmael Beah used to be one of them. What is war like through the eyes of a 

child soldier? How does one become a killer? How does one stop? Child soldiers have been profiled by 

journalists, and novelists have struggled to imagine their lives. But until now, there has not been a first-

person account from someone who came through this hell and survived. In A Long Way Gone, Beah, now 

twenty-five years old, tells a riveting story: how at the age of twelve, he fled attacking rebels and wandered a 

land rendered unrecognizable by violence. By thirteen, he'd been picked up by the government army, and 

Beah, at heart a gentle boy, found that he was capable of truly terrible acts. This is a rare and mesmerizing 

account, told with real literary force and heartbreaking honesty.  

 

Look Me in the Eye: My Life with Asperger’s by John Elder Robison  

Ever since he was small, John Robison had longed to connect with other people, but by the time he was a 

teenager, his odd habits—an inclination to blurt out non sequiturs, avoid eye contact, dismantle radios, and 

dig five-foot holes (and stick his younger brother in them)—had earned him the label “social deviant.” No 

guidance came from his mother, who conversed with light fixtures, or his father, who spent evenings pickling 

himself in sherry. It was no wonder he gravitated to machines, which could, at least, be counted on. After 

fleeing his parents and dropping out of high school, his savant-like ability to visualize electronic circuits 

landed him a gig with KISS, for whom he created their legendary fire-breathing guitars. Later, he drifted into 

a “real” job, as an engineer for a major toy company. But the higher Robison rose in the company, the more 

he had to pretend to be “normal” and do what he simply couldn’t: communicate. It wasn’t worth the 

paycheck. It was not until he was forty that an insightful therapist told him he had the form of autism called 

Asperger’s syndrome. That understanding transformed the way Robison saw himself—and the world. 

 



Grade 11 - Summer Reading 

 

Ready Player One: A Novel by Ernest Cline  

In the year 2044, reality is an ugly place. The only time teenage Wade Watts really feels alive is when he's 

jacked into the virtual utopia known as the  OASIS. Wade's devoted his life to studying the puzzles hidden 

within this world's digital confines, puzzles that are based on their creator's obsession with the pop culture 

of decades past and that promise massive power and fortune to whoever can unlock them. When Wade 

stumbles upon the first clue, he finds himself beset by players willing to kill to take this ultimate prize. The 

race is on, and if Wade's going to survive, he'll have to win—and confront the real world he's always been 

so desperate to escape.  

 

Deadline by Chris Crutcher  

The story follows 18-year-old Ben Wolf who has been diagnosed with a rare, incurable blood disease. 

Instead of receiving treatment Ben decides to pack a lifetime of living in one year. Ben Wolf has big things 

planned for his senior year. Had big things planned. Now what he has is some very bad news and only one 

year left to make his mark on the world. 

 

The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky  

Charlie is a freshman. And while he's not the biggest geek in the school, he is by no means popular. Shy, 

introspective, intelligent beyond his years yet socially awkward, he is a wallflower, caught between trying 

to live his life and trying to run from it. Charlie is attempting to navigate his way through uncharted 

territory: the world of first dates and mix tapes, family dramas and new friends; the world of sex, drugs, 

and The Rocky Horror Picture Show, when all one requires is that perfect song on that perfect drive to feel 

infinite. But he can't stay on the sideline forever. Standing on the fringes of life offers a unique perspective. 

But there comes a time to see what it looks like from the dance floor. The Perks of Being a Wallflower is a 

deeply affecting coming-of-age story that will spirit you back to those wild and poignant roller-coaster days 

known as growing up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grade 12 - Summer Reading 

 

World War Z : An Oral History of the Zombie War by Max Brooks 

The Zombie War came unthinkably close to eradicating humanity. Max Brooks, driven by the urgency of 

preserving the acid-etched first-hand experiences of the survivors from those apocalyptic years, traveled 

across the United States of America and throughout the world, from decimated cities that once teemed with 

upwards of thirty million souls to the most remote and inhospitable areas of the planet. He recorded the 

testimony of men, women, and sometimes children who came face-to-face with the living, or at least the 

undead, hell of that dreadful time. "World War Z" is the result. Never before have we had access to a 

document that so powerfully conveys the depth of fear and horror, and also the ineradicable spirit of 

resistance, that gripped human society through the plague years. Ranging from the now infamous village of 

New Dachang in the United Federation of China, where the epidemiological trial began with the twelve-year-

old Patient Zero, to the unnamed northern forests where untold numbers sought a terrible and temporary 

refuge in the cold, to the United States of Southern Africa, where the Redeker Plan provided hope for 

humanity at an unspeakable price, to the west-of-the-Rockies redoubt where the North American tide finally 

started to turn, this invaluable chronicle reflects the full scope and duration of the Zombie War. 

 

The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath  

Sylvia Plath's shocking, realistic, and intensely emotional novel about a woman falling into the grip of 

insanity. Esther Greenwood is brilliant, beautiful, enormously talented, and successful, but slowly going 

under—maybe for the last time. In her acclaimed and enduring masterwork, Sylvia Plath brilliantly draws the 

reader into Esther's breakdown with such intensity that her insanity becomes palpably real, even rational—as 

accessible an experience as going to the movies. A deep penetration into the darkest and most harrowing 

corners of the human psyche, The Bell Jar is an extraordinary accomplishment and a haunting American 

classic. 

 

Go Ask Alice Anonymous  

A teen plunges into a downward spiral of addiction in this classic cautionary tale. It started when she was 

served a soft drink laced with LSD in a dangerous party game. Within months, she was hooked, trapped in a 

downward spiral that took her from her comfortable home and loving family to the mean streets of an 

unforgiving city. It was a journey that would rob her of her innocence, her youth -- and ultimately her life. For 

thirty-five years, the acclaimed, best selling first-person account of a teenage girl's harrowing decent into the 

nightmarish world of drugs has left an indelible mark on generations of teen readers. As powerful -- and as 

timely -- today as ever, Go Ask Alice remains the definitive book on the horrors of addiction. 

 


